
Maureen Gray, Principal                                                                   October 2019 

Dear Families, 
 We have had a wonderful start to the school year.  Our students are settling in, practicing routines, 
working hard, and learning.  Our teachers are preparing lessons to meet the rigor and needs of all students.  
Your continued support at home is critical and appreciated; together, we are better, and together, we will 
succeed. 
 Thank you for attending our Back to School/Curriculum Night.  In addition to the opportunity to 
meet your child's teacher(s), we hope this provided you an overview of what your child will be learning 
this year, as well as a shared mindset of grade-level expectations. 
 MPS continues to implement an academic program monitoring tool called i-Ready Diagnostic & In-
struction  that engages our students in assessment and instruction in reading and math.  Furthermore,  
i-Ready helps teachers to assess their students and provide individualized instruction  based on each stu-
dent’s unique needs.  Every student at MPS took a math and reading assessment this September.  School-
wide i-Ready evaluations take place every September, January, and May/June in order to monitor each 
child's instructional growth.  A summary of your child’s results will be discussed at our November Parent/
Teacher conferences.   
 MPS has committed to our first year of the Positivity Project! We want to inspire and em-
power our students to build positive relationships and become their best selves.  See inside for 
more details. 
 Thank you for your continued support.  As always, please feel free to contact me with 
any questions or concerns.        
       Sincerely, 
        
 
       Maureen Gray, Elementary Principal 

 
Just a Friendly Reminder - 

School starts at 7:50 AM   
If your child is dropped off 

after 7:50 AM,  
please walk them to the office,  

and sign them in. 

CONTACT US  
School Hours:  7:50 AM—2:20 PM 

Office Hours:  7:30 AM—3:30 PM 

Office Fax:  315-841-3718 

Principal:  Maureen Gray - 315-841-3700 

Principal’s Secretary:  Sheri Brennan— 315-841-3700 

Attendance:  Brenda Evans— 315-841-3783 

Director of Special Programs./Assistant Principal:  

             Julie Tangorra—315-841-3750                       

Special Programs Secretary: Deb Bruno —315-841-3750 

Special Programs Fax:  315-841-3716 

School Social Worker: Becky Jones— 315-841-3711 

Nurse:  Eleanor Petrie—315-841-3743  Nurse Fax: 315-841-3717 

Cafeteria:  Jamie Crandall—315-841-3760 

Transportation:  Cynthia Snow —315-841-3787 

Waterville Central School Website:    www.watervillecsd.org 

Busing Email:   k6busing@watervillecsd.org (only one “s”) 

Staff Email:   Example:  mgray@watervillecsd.org 

(The first letter of your child’s teachers first name  

followed by their full last name @watervillecsd.org) 

 

 

 

The MPS Student Handbook has been  

updated and can be viewed on the WCSD 

webpage ~watervillecsd.org (on the left  

column of the MPS page).  Check it out ! 



DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

Thursday, October 3rd 

  Individual Photo Day 

 

Monday, October 7th 

 PTA Meeting—6:30 PM—MPS Library 

Tuesday, October 8th 

 Board of Education Meeting—6:30 PM—Jr/Sr High School 

Friday, October 11th 

 Fire Prevention Day 

 Intermediate Progress Reports Issued for Grades 3—6 

 

Monday, October 14th 

 Columbus Day—NO SCHOOL 

Wednesday, October 16th 

 Senior Citizens Breakfast—8:30 AM—MPS Café 

 

Tuesday, October 22nd 

 Board of Education Meeting—6:30 PM—Jr/Sr High School 

Thursday, October 24th 

 Prize Speaking—6:30 PM—MPS Gym 

Friday, October 25th 

 Superintendent’s Conference Day—NO SCHOOL 

 Talent Show—7 PM—Jr/Sr High School Auditorium 

 

Wednesday, October 30th 

 PTA Pumpkin Lighting & Party 

 6:30 PM—MPS Gym 

Thursday, October 31st 

 Halloween! 



  Physical Education News for September 
         Welcome back to another great year! We are excited to begin the year playing some cooperative 
and spatial awareness games. Our goal is to build sportsmanship and teamwork among our classes so that 
our students feel they can thrive in any task they try in the gym. We are also emphasizing the importance 
of physical fitness and good health. We are performing baseline physical fitness testing with our students 
to see how each student can improve their individual fitness throughout the school year. Students in 
grades 3-6 will be selected for “Athlete of the Month” awards based on effort, sportsmanship and skill 
improvement. Students in grades K-2 will be selected to earn the “Caught You Being Good” awards for lis-
tening, following directions, and sportsmanship. 
 
Athlete of the Month award winners are: 
6th Grade: Toren Slocum, Leah Reilly, Isabella Stronach, Evan Kane, Austin Florenz, Peyton Harris 
5th Grade: Bryce Marcolini, Mariah Sprinkle, Seth Bridge, Julianna Eisenhut 
4th Grade: Nathan Williams, Samantha Cook, William Owens, Adalaide Ruane, Heidi Pryputniewicz, 
  Demetrius Tsardakas 
3rd Grade: Jace Eisenhut, Rosalie Nicoletta, Braydon Boone, Layla Barnes, Troy Krum, Lia Waldron 

 Come out for an evening  
 of Halloween fun! 
 There will be games, 
 candy, and costume 
 parade! 
         

 

Make Every Day Count: 
Boost School Attendance 

 
To stay on track in school, students need to be present every 
day.  According to BoostUp.org, a national dropout prevention 
campaign, “missing 18 or more days of school in a year puts a 
child’s high school graduation at risk”.  Being absent for just 
two days every month of the school year can put a child behind 
academically. 
 
Students with regular attendance tend to be more engaged in 
school and feel better about themselves. 
Put your child on the path to success with these attendance 
strategies: 
 
Make school a priority.  Every absence (excused or not), can 
impact a child’s academic achievement.  Talk to your child about 
the importance of their  
education .  Make daily routines for homework and  
waking up on time for school. 
 
Schedule wisely. Know the school’s calendar, and arrange vaca-
tions and doctor’s appointments after school, on weekends, or 
during holiday breaks. 
 
Help students complete assignments.  When your child has to 
miss school, make arrangements with his/her teacher to pick up 
their make-up work.  If your child’s absence will be lengthy, 
alert teachers as soon as you know and pick up assignments as 
the days go on. 
      Thank you. 

FIRE PREVENTION DAY 

Friday, October 11th,  
Fire Prevention Day at MPS! 

 
This event involves various educational  

activities, including:  a simulated smoke house, 
rescue window escapes from classrooms, fire  

prevention presentations, and a fire  
hose target demonstration. 

 
THANK YOU TO OUR LOCAL 

FIRE DEPARTMENTS! 

  MPS 2020 Ski/Snow Board Club 
 

MPS Parents and Students in Grades 3-5:  
 
We are excited to announce our 2020 MPS Ski/Snow Board Club. This club is for all lev-
els of experience from Beginner to Advanced. All packages include: (3) 1 hour lessons on 
the first three Wednesdays  of the club. We will be sending out a form with the basic in-

formation about the club and the cost. If your child is interested, please return the form and we will send 
you a complete package to fill out.  This can also be sent through email if you prefer. This year’s Ski Club 
Advisor is David Poyer.  If you have any questions you may contact him at 315-520-4244.  



TECHNOLOGY UPDATES 
Teachers have been looking for new ways to help students explore content areas that utilize 
some of the latest learning technologies.  This year students will be able to benefit from unique 
and immersive learning experiences through newly purchased virtual 
reality education kits.  Virtual reality software allows students to visit 
special locations around the world through special video goggles.  Stu-
dents can explore everything from the depths of the oceans to the peaks 
of Mount Everest. Teachers will primarily use the Google Expeditions 
Education app, that provides more than 1,000 education tours to 
choose from. One virtual reality kit is located at Memorial Park Elemen-
tary, the other at the Junior/Senior High School.  They certainly prom-
ise a big leap forward from the traditional field trip! 

LIBRARY HAPPENINGS 
I am so excited to be the new librarian at Memorial Park Elementary School!  I enjoyed meeting 
many families at our recent Open House.  A unique MPS library card has been created for every 
student in our school, which helps encourage children to become genuine readers.  I am enjoy-
ing getting to know the students and appreciate the opportunity to share my love of reading with 
them!  This month the students are learning how to use the library cards, are reviewing library 
procedures, and have begun working on library skills.  I am looking forward to an engaging year 
of exploration with my students in the library.  ~Miss Linder 

TRANSPORTATION NEWS 

 
As we start our 2019-2020 school year, we do so with a new face supervising our Transportation 
Department, Cynthia Snow.   
 

“Hi, my name is Cynthia (Cindy) Snow.  I want to thank all the bus drivers, Colleen Iles, and the 
school staff who have made my transition to Waterville Central School such a pleasure.  I drove 
school bus for Sauquoit Valley Central School for the past 14 years.  I am looking forward to 
many years of safely transporting your students.  Having lived in a small community I enjoy get-
ting to know people and I am sure I will enjoy meeting the people of Waterville.  If you have any 

questions/concerns, I can be reached at (315) 841-3765 or via email csnow@watervillecsd.org.” 
 
Be sure to check out the WCSD Transportation webpage at watervillecsd.org/departments/
transportation for information regarding bus routes, busing forms, and other pertinent infor-
mation. 
 

 



POSITIVITY PROJECT 

      NOTES 
We kicked off the Positivity Project on September 13th with a school-wide celebration. During Sep-
tember, classes spent ten minutes a day defining, describing, and engaging in activities that pro-
mote the character strengths of curiosity, teamwork and, identifying the good 
in others. October highlights the strengths of Integrity, Perspective, Creativity, 
as well as being present for others and giving others our attention. If you are 
interested in learning more about the Positivity Project, check out the web-
site at www.posproject.org. To get more personal glimpses inside of MPS P2 
follow us on twitter @MemPositivity or on Facebook we post under the 
Waterville Central School District page.  
 

Suggestions for Family Chat about TEAMWORK: 
 Tell your child about teams you have been a part of, some that were 

actual teams in the traditional sense and others where you collabo-
rated with others on a task.  

 What type of team members would you want to work/play with? 
 Do you think you are a good team member? Tell me your strengths 

as a team member. 
 Talk about a time when you were frustrated during team work/play…  
 What makes a work/play team successful? 
 
 

 P2 Student Recognition 

This award recognizes students, quarterly, who demonstrate OUTSTANDING per-
severance, enthusiasm for learning, curiosity in the classroom, teamwork, and 

self-control.  The student will show strength in all of the following 5 areas for the 
grade level: 
 

 Perseverance and Effort—completion of assigned work to the best of their ability, good work 
habits, gives best effort in spite of obstacles and challenges. 

 Enthusiasm for Learning—motivated to learn more, interested in their growth as a learner, 
active participant in class, comes to class prepared, and ready to learn. 

 Curiosity in the Classroom—asks questions that show interest and engagement, shows evi-
dence of reflecting and expanding on concepts learned. 

 Teamwork—works cooperatively and productively with others, supports others when they 
need help, cheers on others’ successes, sees the good in others, listens well to others. 

 Self-control—follows school and classroom expectations, maintains the appropriate energy 
level for the lesson, shows good judgement, recognizes that their words and actions affect oth-
ers. 

 

September’s Positive Student Referrals 
 Kylie Dillon, Kindergarten ~ #teamwork 
 Levi Baker, Kindergarten ~ #teamwork 
 Mason Mullenax, 2nd Grade ~ #curiosity 
 Avery Jones, 3rd Grade ~ #otherpeoplematter 
 Kylee Ford, 5th Grade ~ #otherpeoplematter 
 Ericka Foley, 5th Grade ~ #otherpeoplematter 

5 

http://www.posproject.org

